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How are things in Guatemala?

Lots of things are happening. Here are some of the events that may have a bearing on our
work with the poor in the Highlands of Guatemala:

Storms & Weather
Earthquakes and storms present the most serious weather problems for people in

Guatemaia. The big earthquake (7.5.nagn;tude) in 1976 kilied 23,000 people and caused
extensive damage ln the mission area served by FTF. That was partly because of mud slides,
plus the collapse of the mud brick homes of the poor who live on the steep mountainsides.
Numerous earthquakes followed.

More recently, Guaternala expe.ienced a 6.1 magnitude quake;n 2009, and a 5.2 quake on
Jan. 1, 20'10. Some evidence suggests earthquake activity;n Guatemala may have increased
following the 7.0 quake that devastated Haiti on Jan. 1 2th 2010. Four quakes occurred in

Guatemala within 3 hours last month. The la.gest of these, with a magnitLrde of 5.8, was 33
miles from the capitol, Guatemala City.

FTF is continuing to help with corn and beans for families of the Highlands who lost their
crops (and corn supply) from Storm Agatha last year. A "storm relief" transfer of $4,500
was made in September and more aid will be sent later this year. ln addition, work is
progressing on a $4,600 modification of the rnunicipal building in lxtahuacan to upgrade it to
a storm emergency center.

Sisters of Charity
Srs. lmmaculata Burke and Marie Tolle, (SCNY), who beqan their ministry in Guatemala

in 1971 , are so dedicated to the "poor people" of the mission! ln 1992, Sr. lmmaculata was
even awarded the papal medal for her work-

ln their 40 years of navigating the treacherous roads of the Highlands, the two nuns have
survived nearly every roadway tragedy one could imagine. That includes everything from
mud-slick roads, to roll-over accidents, and even personal hold-ups --- with a gun pointed
their way.

Recently, as the two were pulling out onto the lnterAmerican Highway from their village
of Novillero, a speeding car crashed into the rear end of their 4 WD. The impact was so strong
it broke the rear axle. Sr. lrnmaculata (now 91 years old) suffered a gash on her leg, but
thank God no bones were broken.

Sr. Elizabeth Judqe, from NY, has rejoined the other two sisters for a 5 week stay.
(Sponsors may recall that Sr. "Liz" helped administer the FTF program for a few years
during an earlier time in Guatemala in the 1980's.)



Poverty & Opportunity
Guatemala, and ou. mission area in particular, remains a poverty stricken place. The PBS

Newshour has reported that about 49% of Guatemalan children are chronically rnalnourished.
That is the fourth highest rate in the world. The World Food Program puts the rate closer to
70% for indigenous communities, such as tl'tose in the Hiqhlands, where FTF operates. ln
addition to malnutrition, the major causes of death are water-and fecaFborne diseases,
diarrhea, pneumonia, cholera and tuberculosis.

Wlth great needs also come opportunities. FTF is reaching out in its own small way to help
by supplying medicines and drugs for clinics in the four different villages served by Dr. Jose
Miguel, Sr. lmmaculata Burke and others. We also help via the nutrition and other training
programs, arranged for by Adela Tambriz, our manager in the Highlands. Adela also initiated
the FTF Family Assistance program in 2002, and makes a special effort to personally attend to
individuals who need medical help. Thanks to those who contribute to the FTF Family
Assistance, and health programs, FTF will be providing $200/mo in support of the clinics and
health programs for Fiscal Year 201 1-1 2, which began on July 1 , 201 1.

Crime & lts Effects
Although the worldwide economic slowdown is affecting Guatemala, a more profound and

detrin'rental effect may be coming from the growth of drug-related violence. With the
concerted Ll.S. effort to control drugs from established locations like Columbia, more drug and
gang related violence is now surfacing in Guatemala, especially in the larger cities. Some
estimates are that tourism has declined nearly 60%. Due to the gang presence, some bus
drivers and shop owners are forced to "pay" for the right to do business, and tourists hesitate
to venture out of hotels at night.

The poor of the Highlands have no cars or money to steal. Doors don't have locks, and many
of the families on our programs don't even have any furniture. So crime in the high mountain
area is not as much of a problem, although some robberies have occurred in churches and
other buildjngs in the Highlands.

Some Good News
During a visit to Guatemala in August, we had an opportunity to visit with Natalia and

Adela, and view a large number of projects. Some projects, like the trout ponds were
devastated by Tropical Storm Agatha. But others, like the bakery/training center in
lxtahuacan are gradually taking hold. We even enjoyed pizza made in the outdoor oven at the
bakery.

Best of all was a visit to one of the reforestation areas at the 1 1,000 ft elevation level. ln
an area that had practically no water before, there are now about 30 springs, and the 10-1 5
year old trees are doinq very well.

FTF Memorial & Prayers
ln your prayers, please remember Wyatt Goldschmitz, who has been honored by a

memorial donation to FTF from Roger & Carolyn Olson.

Notq Sponsors wishing to give a Christmas gift to their family, can include $15 with their
next payment. Please include a note to Arleen indicating that the extra is for a Christmas gift.


