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Two new members have recently joined the FTF Board of Directors, bringing additional

technical and managerial experience to the governing board. The new members are Miriam
Devaney and Brenda Lacey-Scholze. They join longtime board members lrene Anderson, Greg
Miller, Jerry & Ciara Monks, Arleen Shrader, and Jeanne Sweigert. Thanks to all who so freely
give of thei. time in this worthy endeavor.

Among the projects currently being considered by the board, are additional help for storm
victims in the Highlands, the marketing of woven goods produced by families on the program, and
the development of an FTF web site.

t{amfia u qfekroyisit sloLanenyilq - 4rd
Natalia de Leon, and Adela Tambriz, the dedicated Guatemalan women who are most directly

involved in managing the FTF economic development projects in the Highlands area, will be
visiting Spokane from April 14th to April 23rd. They are taking time from their busy schedules
to travel to Spokane to meet with FTF program contributors, and update allwho are interested in
the status of FTF activities in Guatemala.

The Spokane visit will be a unique opportunity for sponsors to gain a firsthand perspective
on conditions in the mission area ------ a chance to learn directly from those who are using the
funds we contribute to enhance the lives of some of the poorest people in Central America- We are
truly blessed to have such an extraordinary opportunity. For the benefit of some of our newer
sponsors, following is a summary of the background of these lwo women, and some of the many
ways they have helped their Mayan people.

Natalia de Leon, Program Coordinator:
Natalia de Leon is the program coordinator for FTF in Guatemala (see lR 3/15/2012, p.

24). She is a native Guatemalan and mother of two, with a degree in Business Administration
from san Carlos Universiiy in Guatemala City. Natalia began her work with FTF in 1992, after
her daughter was in Spokane for heart surgery under a Healing-The-Children program. She is
bilingual, with extensive experience in program planning, project management, and technical
operations.

Natalia coordinates flnancial and program planning activities, marketing, and
communications for FTF in the Spokane mission area of Guatemala. ln this capacity she arranges
for funds transfe.s, helps establish program objectives, and advises the field operations manager
on project and personnel decisions.



Adela Tambriz, Field Operations Manager:
Adela Tambriz is the field operatons manager for Family-To-Family (FTF) in Guatemala

(see lR 3/15/2012, p.24). A native ofthe Highlands area, and a mother of four, she has placed a

high priority on education. As manager of operations for FTF, she and her staff guide the training
of disadvantaged families and individuals from conditions of poverty to that of self-sufficiency.

Over the course of 22 years, Adela has been instrumental in constructing roads, bridges,
and three training centers. During that time, she has arranged for lhousands of residents of the
Spokane mission area to acquire self-supportive skills in activities such as weaving, sewing, food
and livestock production, baking, nutrition, carpentry, and nlrmerous other areas. Many of these
families also benefitted from better housing, latr:nes, stoves, and other necessities of a rnore
human way of life.

Adela has demonstrated a leadership ability that has earned her the admiration and respect
of her local Mayan people, as well as that of officials, including the President of Guatemala. Her
work with Family-To-Family has been documented;n publicadons and books such as Roads to
Change in li4aya Guatemala, as a significant help in improving the standard of living of poor
families.

Adela's work has resulted in both national and United Nations awards and grants. Amonq
her many projects, the FTF reforestation program has served as a national model. ln addition to
being a source of wood, the reforestation projects are resulting in other environmental benefits
such as the restoration of groundwater levels to previously barren areas. Adela's reforestation
work has been recognized as the top program among Guaiemala national projects, and she has
represented Guatemala on reforestation projects at the;nternational level in Brazil.

'eihner with Natalia & Adela: (Thurs. Apfl 1 9th) You're Invited! s
Natalia and Adela will discuss some of the FTF programs and be available for questions

du.ing a special potluck dinner meeting at St. Thomas More Parish on the evening of Thursday,
April I9th. Activities will begin at 6:00 pm. All sponsors are encouraged to attend. Please help
extend our thanks to these women for what they do for us FTF sponsors, in guiding our help to the
poor who need it in the Highlands of Guatemala. Please RSVP if yoLr can come, and let us know if
you could bring a salad or dessert by calling Donna at (509) 924-1346 ot Clara (509) 466-
3 99s.

Uedtclnes U Dnt6s to Quatemafatfr'b month
FTF will be making another delivery of medicines and drugs to the clinic in Novillero later

this month. The $1,400 of supplies are being funded by donors to the FTF clinic fund, and have
been arranged for by Dr. Tom Pautler. An advance list of items has been forwarded to Dr. Jose
l\4iguel and Sr. lmmaculata Burke in Guatemala, so that they can complete the needed arrangements
of getting the supplies through Guatemalan customs. Delays and fees associated with customs have
been a problem in recent transfers of medical supplies (and fish eggs) to Guatemala.

flr Uemorla{s & Qrayers
In yoru prayers, please remember Julie Nicholson Keener, and Johlr Monks, who have been

honored by a memorial donation to FTF ftom Mary Nicholson.


