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Family to Family

Hunicane Stan eoos) lmpact Similar to Hurricane Mitch 1tesa1
Guatemala had a fiourishing l',4ayan lndian civilization from the A.D. 300's until the 800's,

when p.ogress was halted for some unknown reason. But, with influence from Mexico, the Maya
culture revived and continued for several hundred years un l the Spanish conquistadors moved into
Central America in the early 1500's. After the Spanish defeated the lndians, they established their
own colonies. One of those,,Antigua, was the capitalof Guatemala during colonial days. The natives
were forced to move out to the mountainous areas, where the land was steep, the soil not as
productive, and the growing seasons were shorter.

All of the lndian families on the Family-To-Family program live in the mountainous area of
Northern Guatemala, where the elevations range up to 1 0,000 and I 1,000 ft. N4any of the FAF
familjes live in small cluste.s (cantons) in the mountains around lxtahuacan, a remote village that
is slightly over 9,000 ft. Ixtahuacan is also the home of Spokane missionary, Fr. David Baronti,
and the locatjon of some of the FAF trout ponds that provide employment for several families.

Another large group of families live in the new village of Chui Patan which lies at the top of the
continental divide at approximately 11,000 ft elevation- Chui Patan (New lxtahuacan) had its
beginnings in 1999 when about 600 families left lxiahuacan enmasse and hiked up the mountains
to a barren area known as "Little Alaska." This occurred after the rains of Hurricane ly'itch caused
some mud slides in lxtahuacan. However, a strong incentive for the move may well have been the
prospect of governmental housing assistance at the new location, plus the close proximity to the
Pan American Highway. ln retrospect, the site has proven to be extremely cold, and it lacks water
and fire wood. lt is also some distance from the lands that the people use to grow their corn. l]

Last October, Hurricane Stan hit Guatemala with heavy rains, and a strangely similar event
occurred. About 500 families, from 1 1 or 12 cantons, left their mountainside homes for fear of
flooding (although most of the homes were not damaged). They gathered at a high altitude site
known as Chiquisis. This is barren ground on the road (trail) to Tzamjuyub where there is

"nothing but weeds." However, it is also the location of one of the larger FAF reforestation
projects. The ten year old trees are now 1 2 to 14 inches in diameter, and our staff in Guatemala
has informed us that the evacuees are using the trees for fire wood and for construction of
temporary shelters.

Like the situation in Chui Patan, the families at Chiquisis are also receiving some housing
assistance from outside organizations and from foreign couniries that sent representatives into the
area soon after Hurricane Stan. Unfortunately, their wellintentioned assistance is deterring the
families from returning to their homes, where they could continue to farm and raise some food for
their families. lnstead, they are in temporary shelters in freezing temperatures where the lack of
tood and water will very likely make life even more difficult for them in the future.

Our FAF staff in Guatemala are doing what they can to assist the families that have moved to
Chiquisis with basic needs such as food, medicine, blankets, and water containers. Hurricane Stan
destroyed many of the crops in the area, and FAF is planning to supply food in the event of an

expected corn shortage later this year.



FAF Reforcstation Program Beceives National Recognition
Family-To-Family programs got some national exposure in Guatemala recently when they

were featured in the Guatemala Forestal, a publication of the National Forestry lnstitute of
Guatemala. ln an article titled, "Programa Familia A Familia' the publication said, "Among the
diverse projects that have been developed are the cultivation of vegetable crops such as potatoes,
beans, corn, and others." lt also mentioned some of the other handcraft and construction activities
that have been carried out including tailoring, embroidery, carpentry, blanket-making, sandal-
making, installation of latrines and stoves, etc. ln addition, it mentioned that the program
instructs families in areas related to health, Iiteracy, and social ideas.

The main part ofthe articl€ dealtwith Reforestation and Nurseries. A translation byJoyce
Alonso, one of our FAF translators, follows:

A project which we are very proud of having developed, with
broad impact for the community in the rural area, has been
reforestation. This project was begun in 7993 with a nursery. This
produced, in the beginning, about 20 thousand saplings, and eventually
came to produce 80 thousand in succeeding years. During the initial
phase, church areas were reforested, Later, communal areas used for
replanting were those undesignated for agriculture such as (steep)
hillsides, barren mountain tops, and other lands without any specific
u se.

As the years passed, with the lncentive Program from INAB [the
Forestry lnstitutel, a total of 37 hectares has been reforested and
maintained (thinning, pruning, clearing, etc.) with trees of cypress and
pine. The families also have planted trees on their own lands and have
sold and donated to other groups more than 50 thousand saplings.

The work of the program has been made possible by counting on
an active group of families who contributed their labor, and by the
incentives of the INAB. The need to reforest the hiqhlands is ever more
urgent, leading us to believe that our participation in this activity has
served as an inspiration for our own families and, we hope, will be one
for many other groups and committees organized to return to nature a
little of the life she has given us.

Rescheduled Cataract Surgery Trip on Schedule
The second cataract surgery project (CAT ll) that was scheduled to be done in Guatemala last

October, has now been rescheduled for the last week of April. A team of a dozen medical personnel
will travelfrom Spokane and Helena, Montana to Solola, Guatemala on April 2oth and return on
April 30th. More than 40 prospective patients have been examined and scheduled for surgery.

Memorials
The following have been honored with a memorial donation to FAF. Please remember them in

your prayers:
Allan Caldwell (from l'4arge Hinnenkamp)
Sharon Miller (from c.eg Miller)


