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GUATEMALAN PROGRAM MANAGERS VISIT SPOKANE 

Adela Tambriz, Program Director of FTF, Dr. Jose Miguel Vasquez, Clinic Director 
of four clinics in our Mission area and his daughter, Irma, enjoyed a flurry of 
activity while visiting Spokane in early November. Their lO-day visit included 
stops at several local parishes, service organizations and Catholic schools with 
some sightseeing along the way. Adela and Dr. Jose made presentations about 
their work with the indigenous families served by our programs. Along with 
sharing statistics, Dr. Jose spoke candidly about the challenges that still face the 
poor including malnutrition, chronic respiratory illnesses, and gastrointestinal 
disease. He said that 46% of residents in our Mission communities live in 
poverty and 28% in extreme poverty. They are also isolated from government 
services and hospitals. Most women give birth in temescals (sweat bath) with 
the help of midwives, who are trained by Dr. Jose and his staff. 

Adela (with help from an interpreter) presented families currently enrolled in skills training courses and remarked that 
several graduates are now teaching those skills to others. Adela showed photos of participants making Christmas gifts 
for their sponsors, which she was able to hand out in person. Numerous families completed new homes in 2018...some 
with the help of skilled masons. Adela was optimistic that families who completed their three year program would have 
food security, healthier living conditions and increased income. 

Presentation at St. Tboma 1ol'e 
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Adela and Dr. Jose also made presentations at Gonzaga Prep and several students expressed interest in traveling to 
Guatemala in the future, One student even signed up to be a sponsor! FTF also participated in their fair trade sale, 

Pl'e entation at Gonzaga Pl'ell High chool 
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The Aurora Rotary Club invited our guests to speak at their lunch meeting and enjoyed the slideshow presentations, 
especially the poultry raising project in Xe'ul, which was funded by the Rogers High School Interact Club, a service club 
connected with Rotary, 

Ul'ol'a Rotary Club lunch and pr entation 

Our guests from Guatemala were able to fit in some sightseeing including a tour of Gonzaga University, the Spokane fish 
hatchery, Bozarth Mansion, the Davenport Hotel and downtQwn Spokane, including Spokane Falls and Riverfront Park, 


