
    

 

Last November, Brenda Lacey-Scholze and daughter, Bailey Scholze, 
accompanied Miriam and Roger Devaney on an unforgettable journey 
to the highlands of Northern Guatemala. It was a time of many “firsts” 
for Brenda and Bailey which included a stay in the Sisters of Charity, 
New York convent in Novillero; participating in “Dia de Los Muertos” 
by visiting the beautifully decorated cemeteries in Antigua Ixtahuacan 
and the village of Santa Lucia; and enjoying a beautiful, serene boat 
ride across Lake Atitlan en route to Santiago for the beatification 
Mass for Father Stanley Rother with over 3,000 others outside the 
beautiful church where he served and was martyred. Other highlights 
included performances of traditional Mayan songs and dances by the 
youth of Antigua Ixtahuacan, presentations by families who 

participate in the skills training programs that Family to Family offers, a tour of the medical clinic in Novillero and all the 
very warm and friendly people they met along the way.  New lasting friendships were forged with Natalia DeLeon (FTF 
Liaison), Adela Tambriz (FTF Program Manager), Sister Marie Tolle (Sisters of Charity, NY) and Dr. Jose Miguel Vasquez 
(clinic medical director).  

Brenda shared one particular memory that touched her deeply.  

““I had nothing before Family to Family,”” spoken by a young father as he 
presented the skill he had learned recently. Most of the people who presented 
were nervous and shy, but this particular young man beamed with joy as he 
thanked us for what the program had done for him and his family.  I will never 
forget the look in his eyes and how thankful he was for what most of us take for 
granted in the United States.  All of the families and individuals we met were so 
grateful for what Family to Family provides for them on a daily basis and the 
opportunities it offers for their future.  I have served on the Board of Family to 
Family for the past several years and have sponsored a family from the inception of 

the program.  It wasn’t until actually going to Guatemala and seeing the people there, both who work for our program 
and who participate in the program, that I finally understood the impact we, as sponsors, make for these people.  Before 
it was just writing a monthly check and saying a prayer or two for our family and now it means so much more.  We are 
changing lives and offering hope that did not exist before Family to Family for all of the people in the program as well as 
those who access our medical clinics there.” 

Bailey shared her memories as well.  

 “I will never forget the afternoon Sister Marie walked us down a dusty road to meet her 
friend, Blanca.  Blanca is a 15 year-old young lady who was born with cerebral palsy.  She uses 
an old wooden walker that someone must have made for her when she was much younger as 
it is too small for her now.  Blanca communicated with me in Spanish and was so proud of her 
schoolwork that she does with her mother.  Her papers are kept in a homemade folder made 
from an old cereal box.  This was shocking as being a teacher in Seattle, WA, I see how many 
office supplies we discard in the trash every day.  When Sister Marie gave her a new box of 
crayons it was like she gave her the new iPhone.  Wow!  Such a small act of kindness brought 

her so much happiness.  My mom was appalled at seeing her walker and took a picture so that we could get her a more 
functional one once we returned to the United States.  A sponsor has already been found and soon Blanca will be getting 
a much better walker.  I only wish my mom and I could be there when she gets it as we would love to see her reaction.”   
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Tisha Millersmith, a third grade teacher at St. Thomas More 
Catholic School, invited her class to become a sponsor of a 
needy family in Guatemala last year. The class was assigned 
to a family of seven living in the remote Caserio of 
Simajutiu, Ixtahuacan.  Roger and Miriam Devaney, FTF Co-
Directors, were invited to the classroom to talk about 
Mayan culture and traditions as well as the precarious living 
conditions of their adopted family. The third graders 
learned that their family, Antonio and Maria Tahay Balux 
and their five children, live in a one room mud brick (adobe) 
home.  They cook their only food source, corn, on a 
primitive wood stove that usually fills the home with smoke 
and can be very unsafe for the children to be around. The 
3rd grade students were surprised and humbled to learn 
that their family sleeps on mats and blankets on a dirt floor 
every night. A primary goal of St. Thomas More students is                           

to strengthen their personal relationship with God by 
knowing, loving and serving Him throughout their daily lives.  Ms. Millersmith thought a great way to do this is to help 
others in need, and she hopes that this experience will do just that.  In addition to a monthly monetary donation, the 
third graders have pledged to pray continuously for their adopted family. Throughout the month of October, the class 
collected clothing for the families involved in the FTF program and they were able to gather more than 15 large bags full 
of items. The clothing and some beautifully handcrafted cards were hand delivered by St. Thomas More parishioners on 
their most recent trip to Guatemala.  

Christmas Fiesta celebrated in Xe’ul 

 

        

Antonio and Maria Tahay Balux receive handmade cards from Tisha 

Millersmith's third grade class 


