
           

 

 
 

 

Reaching Out to the Poor in the Jubilee Year of Mercy  

Pope Francis composed a special prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy (which runs from December 8, 2015 to 
November 20, 2016.) In the prayer, the Holy Father implores the Lord with these words:  

“Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 
and restore sight to the blind.”   
 
We are encouraged and invited by the Holy Father to encounter the incredible mercy of God through our acts 
of love, kindness and compassion. There are many practical ways we live out mercy. According to the 
Catechism, “The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his 
spiritual and bodily necessities” (No. 2447). In Pope Francis’s exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the 
Gospel”), the word mercy is mentioned 32 times.  He states, “How greatly I desire that all those places where 
the Church is present, especially our parishes and our communities, may become islands of mercy in the midst 
of the sea of indifference!” 
 
For over five decades, the Diocese of Spokane has responded to the call of Pope Pius XII for the Churches of 
North America to lend pastoral, spiritual and economic support to the people of the Diocese of Solola.  For 
over 30 years, supporters of the Family-To-Family programs, have generously answered the call for economic 
and spiritual support for the Maya-Quiche people in our Mission area.  We have brought hope to so many with 
simple acts of charity; providing much needed skills-training, housing, food, clothing & medical care. The poor, 
in return, have given us the unique opportunity to participate directly in acts of mercy.  
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Next Trip to Guatemala in the Works for Fall of 2016 

 

Many family sponsors and individual donors have shown interest in traveling to the Mission area to                     
experience first-hand the culture and tradition of the Mayan people as well as see the FTF programs 
in action.  Roger and Miriam Devaney, FTF Co-Directors, are planning a trip in late October-early 
November just in time for the celebration of “Dia de los Muertos.” On November 1-2nd, Guatemalans 
gather all over the country at the tombs of their deceased family members. Businesses are closed and  
markets are adorned with flowers and the smell of copal (a pre- Columbian incense made from pine 
resin) can be detected in most villages.  Family members visit the final resting place of their loved 
ones for the entire day, taking wreaths of fresh flowers, candles, dried fruits, and festive foods such 
as tamales or fiambre (a cold meat and vegetable dish prepared only this time of year). Tissue paper 
kites are flown as a symbol of all souls rising to the heavens. It is a moving experience to be sure.  
 
Guest accommodations are provided at the Marian Center located in the village of Antigua 
Ixtahuacan. The five rustic guest rooms have private baths and a communal kitchen is available as 
well. Transportation by shuttle can be provided to and from the airport in Guatemala City. Tours are 
available to Panajachel, the lakeside community on Lake Atitlan as well as the historic city of Antigua 
for those interested.  Please contact Miriam Devaney at 466-0740 for details and to reserve your 
spot.  
 

 
 Family members visit the final resting place of their loved ones in Ixtahuacan Antigua.  


