
 

 

Christmas 2014 

As we complete another year, we give thanks to God for you, our sponsors, and all the volunteers 

and dedicated people who give so generously of their time, talent and treasure to help the poor 

whom we serve in Guatemala.  We are especially grateful to Adela Tambriz, Field Operations 

Manager, and Natalia DeLeon, Program Coordinator, who work tirelessly for the benefit our 

sponsored families to improve their quality of life through skills-training programs, improved housing, 

adequate food and other needs. 

Electronic Calendars for 2015 

Thanks to one of our Board Members, the 2015 FTF Calendar will soon be available on the FTF web 

site.  Having it in electronic form will save us the cost of individual mailings.  If you wish to have a 

copy, please go to www.familytofamilyguatemala.com 

FTF Spokane & Guatemalan Staff Review Major Projects 
   

As many of you know, Jerry and Clara Monks have stepped down as Directors of Family-To-Family, 

but are still very active with the program as mentors to Roger and Miriam Devaney, the new Co-

Directors.  The Monks, Devaneys and Ron and Donna Connell (Guatemala Commission) just 

completed a week-long visit and tour of the various project sites sponsored by Family-To-Family.  

There were many highlights of the trip: hiking up a steep and narrow trail to the coffee growing 

project site of Chirijuwiquiej, meeting with families in the villages of Chirijsaqasiguan, Tzamjuyub, and 

New Pacarrel II and singing with hundreds of children at a youth gathering in Antigua Ixtahuacan, just 

to name a few.    

 

Dozens of families, some walking for up to three hours, showed up to express their gratitude to their 

U.S. sponsor families. One woman in Tzamjayub brought many of us to tears as she passionately 

told her story. Thanks to FTF, she is now supporting herself with the sale of honey cultivated from the 

bee keeping project.   

Another young family 

proudly showed us 

their new home 

completed just two 

months ago, thanks 

to an FTF sponsor.  

The father 

demonstrated his 

weaving skills on a 

large loom in an 

adjacent room while 

the mother worked 

on a backstrap loom 

as their infant slept 

nearby. Photo shows 

man working on a 

loom that he hand 

made. 
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Sponsors Enjoy Heartfelt Visit with their Guatemalan Family 
  

What is life really like for the Mayan Indian families that are on the Family-To-Family program? A 
long time sponsor from Spokane had a first-hand opportunity to find out when they visited with their 
sponsored family last month.  With help from local FTF staff, Ron & Donna Connell traveled to a 
remote site in the mountains of Northern Guatemala, and met with the family they recognized (from 
their family history photo), but had never seen in person.  It was truly an emotional event.   

 
Guatemala is one of the poorest of third world countries and FTF's mission is to provide assistance 
and training to the poorest of the poor.  Ron and Donna knew "their family" was needy, but to see 
their "house," meet the family, and witness the actual living conditions was truly heart rending.  
Fortunately they were able to brighten their day with some food, clothes and other gifts. 

 
Manuel & Catarina Guarchaj live in a tiny makeshift tin shed that has a dirt floor and no water or 
even a stove.  They are 28 and 26 years old respectively, illiterate, and have three girls (Juana, 
Manuela, & Maria) plus a baby boy.  Seeing little Pasquel in the dire surroundings of his birthplace  
at this time of year reminded the visitors of Jesus birth in a stable in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago.  

 
Manuel earns only about $75/month as a day laborer, and Catarina supplements this by weaving 
fabric to make clothes for herself and her children.  The FTF support helps them with immediate 
needs of obtaining a bed, stove, and latrine, plus an opportunity to participate in forestry and other 
courses that will enable them to learn skills to improve their living conditions.  

 
Photo below shows sponsor Donna Connell with her "family".  You, our FTF sponsors, are all 
helping families like the Guarchaj's.   
 

Once again, we thank you for your support and wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


